


















DEMONSTRATE ENDURING DESIGN 

1- The re located 
transit center will be a 
central facility in the 
Downtown, and serve 
as a welcoming point 
of arrival for regional 

i-. 

....... "':II travele rs and visitors to 
San Rafael. In concert with other Gateway features, the building and site should reflect the heritage of 
the City, contribute to the City's Vision fo'r extension of the 4th St. Retail Core, and afford transit users 
the safest, most efficient means of using b.us and rai l services. 

2- The transit center should reflect San Rafael's pattern, scale, and neighborhood heritage, while also 
being a unique, innovative architectura l statement. Construction materials should produce an 
enduring high quality with reasonable ongoing maintenance needs. 

3- The Transit Center should be safe, well-lit, and attractively landscaped, creating a welcoming effect for 
users and passers-by. Include Gateway featu res with in the site plan .and facility design that are 
compatible with the City Vision. Nighttime lighting should create a safe, artistic sense of arrival, while 
limiting night sky gla re . 

4- Sustainable elements 
sho'uld be visible in its site 
planning, building 
design, and operation. 
Identify storm water 
pollution prevention, 
water and energy 
conservation, renewable 
energy integration, air and 
noise quality, waste 
management, and green 
construction t~chnology 
components. 
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5- Identify locatio ns for appropriately sized public gathering areas to complementthe 
1 center's function as a regional and Downtown hub. These settings would include 

~..-i:.::........:;~""" attractive seating, uniq ue paving, landscaping, lighting, directional signage, 
informational kiosks, historic markers, play areas, public art, trash and recycling 
containers, and flexible space for micro-enterprise and event opportun ities . 

.,._ ____ .. ·,•. 6- Advanced communication technology should be integrated into the transit center 
' design, including electronic, real-time messaging, and public Wi-Fi. 

7- Transit Center planning should accommodate emerging trends in mobility and 
mobility technology. Incorporate surrounding site flexibility for change over time. 

8- Provide a mini mum of 15 ft. wide sidewalks with in the block surrounding the_ new Transit Center 

PRESERVE WHISTLESTOP 
1- Retain the 
Whistlestop bu ilding on 
its current site, with street 
level modifications to 
improve pedestrian 
enjoyment. Create wider 
sidewalks on the south 
and west side of the 
building. 

2- At the north end of Whistlestop, anticipate more public amenities, includ ing possibly a coffee kiosk, 
fountain, landscaping, or other gateway features. 

3- Anticipate removal of a portion of the south end ofthe Wh istlestop building to create safer transit user 
moveme nt across 3rd St. and more interesting public space. 

4- Integ rate last-mile drop-off/pick up 
spaces and a two-way Class IV bikeway 
into the W. Tamalpais street section. 
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